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INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY- 2023
“From Agreement to Action: Building Back Biodiversity”

Every year ‘22" May’ is celebrated worldwide as International Day for Biological Diversity
(IDB) to commemorate the adaptation of the Convention on Biological Diversity at the Earth
Summit held in Rio de Janerio in June 1992. Celebrating IDB every year reaffirms our resolve and
reflects on our responsibility to safeguard the precious heritage of bio resources for future

generation.
This year’s IDB theme is “From Agreement to Action: Building Back Biodiversity”.

On 22" May 2023, as a part of IDB activity Goa State Biodiversity Board (GSBB) interaction
of Padma Shri Rahibai Soma Popere with general Public and BMC members. Programme held
at Village Panchayat Hall, Neura. Dignitaries present on dais were Padma Shri Rahibai Soma
Popere, Shri. Nilesh Cabral, Hon’ble Minister for Environment and Climate Change &
Chairperson GSBB; Shri. Viresh Borkar, MLA St. Andre Constituency, Shri Mahesh Patil,
Chairmen Goa State Pollution Control Board (GSPCB); Mrs. Sunita Gurudas Naik, Sarpanch
Village Panchayat Neura; Shri Dhaku Madkaikar, Zilla Panchayat member of St. Andre
constituency; Shri Rajendra Kerkar, Expert Member GSBB; Dr. Pradip Sarmokadam, Member
Secretary, GSBB. At the onset Mrs. Sunita Gurudas Naik, welcomed all the dignitaries and
participants present in the hall followed by lighting of the traditional lamp. Dr. Pradip
Sarmokadam gave the brief introduction about the chief guest and about IDB 2023 event. Shri.
Mahesh Patil in his address emphasized on the need of conservation in today’s world. Shri.
Viresh Borkar told about the beauty of the Goan Land and different steps to conserve the nature.

GSBB brochure was released at the hands of Chief Guest and all other dignitaries. Shri Nilesh
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Cabral in his speech emphasized on the importance of the development and Nature conservation.
He also spoke about the achievements of SBB. Padma Shri Rahibai Soma Popere shared her
journey till date. During interactive session participant asked her about seed preservation

techniques she is practicing. About how she is managing seed bank etc. As a token of gratitude

GSBB presented fruit basket to all dignitaries. Vote of thanks was given by Shri. Rajendra
Kerkar, Expert Member, GSBB.

Mrs. Sunita Naik welcoming all the dignitaries All dignitaries lighting the traditional lamp to mark the
commencement of the function.
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Dr. Pradip Sarmokadam, Member Secretary, GSBB, Shri. Mahesh Patil, Chairman, GSPCB addressing the
addressing the Gathering Gathering

l
Shri. Viresh Borkar, MLA St. Andre Constituency, Shri. Nilesh Cabral, Hon’ble Chairperson GSBB,
addressing the Gathering addressing the Gathering

G . - LiFE
i o 2@ & LItk

Environment
&TFFT Heloqg




Padma Shri Rahibai Soma Popere, sharing her Shri. Rajendra Kerkar, Expert Member, GSBB
experience. proposing Vote of Thanks

NATIONWIDE LAUNCH OF PEOPLE’S BIODIVERSITY
REGISTER UPDATION-CUM-VERIFICATION PROCESS.

In continuation to IDB the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC),
National Biodiversity authority (NBA), Government of Goa and Goa State Biodiversity Board
organized a program for the Nationwide launch of People’s Biodiversity Register Updation and
Verification of People’s Biodiversity Register on 23' May 2023 at Village Panchayat Hall, Neura.
The program was conducted in the presence of the Guest of Honour  Shri. Ashwini Kumar
Choubey, Hon’ble Minister of State for Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of
India. The Hon’ble Chief Minister of the State Dr. Pramod Sawant, Shri. Nilesh Cabral, Hon’ble
Minister, Environment and Climate Change & Chairperson GSBB graced the event by their
presence. The other dignitaries present were Shri. Arun Kumar Mishra, IAS, Secretary,
Environment and Climate Change, Government of Goa, Shri. Viresh Borkar, Hon’ble MLA, St.
Andre Constituency, Shri. C Achalender Reddy, IFS (Retd.) Chairperson, National Biodiversity
Authority, Dr. B Balaji, Secretary, National Biodiversity Authority.

The program commenced with inauguration of stalls at the hands of dignitaries. All the dignataries

visited all the stalls. set up by all BMC members. total 38 stalls were there.
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Shri. Ashwini Kumar Choubey, Hon’ble Minister of State for

Environment, Forest and Climate Change visiting different
stalls.
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Hon’ble Chief Minister of Goa interacting with BMC members. Hon’ble Environment Minister of Goa along with Secretary

Environment & Climate Change & Chairperson NBA
interacting with BMC members.

At the onset welcome song was sung by the students (Winners of the Yuva Jagruti Singing
competition) followed by lighting of traditional lamp. The welcoming Address was given by Shri.
Arun Kumar Mishra. In his address Shri Viresh Borkar, spoke about the stalls put up by the various
BMCs of Goa which showcased the culture and traditional produce of the state. The thrust of his
speech was the revival of Khazans. He also pointed out the issues of forest fires faced by the state
recently as well as the conservation of salt pans. This was followed by address by Shri. C
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Achalender Reddy, who stated the purpose of conducting the nationwide launch of People’s
Biodiversity register updation and verification process, the main thrust being “From Agreement to
Action: Build back biodiversity”. Shri. Nilesh Cabral, in his address mentioned about how Goa
has maintained its biodiversity in such a way that it has got this opportunity to conduct this
campaign in the state. He also mentioned how our ancestors have been protecting our biodiversity

through various means.

Winners of Yuva Jagruti- 2023 (Pre- IDB event) Hon’ble Minister of State for Environment, Forest and
presenting environmental song. Climate Change, lighting the traditional lamp along with
other dignitaries during the inauguration.
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Shri. Arun Kumar Mishra, IAS, Secretary, Environment & Shri. Viresh Borkar, MLA St. Andre Constituency, addressing
Climate Change giving a welcome address and remarks on IDB the Gathering
theme

Shri. C Achalender Reddy, IFS (Retd.) Chairperson, NBA Shri. Nilesh Cabral, Hon’ble Chairperson GSBB, addressing the
addressing the gathering. Gathering
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The Guest of Honour Shri. Ashwini Kumar Choubey in his address mentioned how the balance
between the nature is necessary in order to maintain the life on the earth. He also emphasized on
how the Government of India aims to achieve this under G20 goals. The Chief Minister of Goa
Dr. Pramod Sawant in his address highlighted the various initiatives people of Goa have
undertaken to preserve our traditional species. He emphasized how the masses itself has played an
important role in preserving the biodiversity.

Dr. Pramod Sawant, Hon’ble Chief Minister addressihg the Gathering

The initial addresses were followed by the launching ceremony of People’s Biodiversity Register
by Guest of Honour Shri. Ashwini Kumar Choubey and the Dr. Pramod Sawant. Later a mission
life pledge was taken by everyone present.
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Launch of National Campaign on Updation cum Dignitaries and all participants taking Life Mission
Verification of People's Biodiversity Register pledge.

The presentation ceremony of the “Goa State Biodiversity Conservation Awards-2023” in
appreciation of exemplary contribution in the field of conservation of biodiversity, ecology and
environment.

This year the awards were conferred in Five categories namely awards for best Biodiversity
Management Committee (BMC) Category, one each from North & South Goa, with a prize amount
of Rs. 50,000/-. The Individual Category with prize amount of Rs. 25,000/-, for one individual
each from North & South Goa. The Biodiversity Enthusiast Category with prize amount of Rs.
15,000/, for one individual each from North & South Goa, Applied Biodiversity Researcher
Category with prize amount of Rs. 25,000/- for one individual from the State and Green Journalism
Category with prize amount of Rs. 25,000/- for one individual from the State of Goa. In addition,
special appreciation prizes were given to 4 BMCs with a prize amount of Rs. 10,000/- each, and 6
individuals with a prize amount of Rs. 5000/- each.

However, this year no suitable applications/nominations received in Individual category (North
Goa) and Biodiversity Enthusiast Category (South Goa).

The Awards were presented to the awardees at the hands of the dignitaries.

GSBB felicitated Secretaries and Chairpersons of selective BMCs with appreciation certificate,
Memento and cash prize of Rupees Five thousand each.

List of Secretaries and Chairpersons of BMCs:
e Shri. Amol Krishnanath Naik Gaonkar, Agonda (Secretary)
e Smt. Gauri Parsekar, Avedem Cotombi Chaifi (Secretary)
e Shri. Manohar Karekar, Curchorem MuC (Secretary)
e Shri. Agnelo Fernandes, CCP (Secretary)

e Shri. Rajaram Kamat, Tuem (Secretary)
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e Smt. Poorva Dattaprasad Bandodkar, Dramapur Sirlim (Secretary)
e Amit Shirodkar, Shiroda (Chairperson)

e Divya Surlekar, Volvoi (Secretary)

e Neetin Bandodkar, Marcaim (Secretary)

e Bhushan Tavde, Sacorda (Secretary)

e Nilesh Kandolkar, Tuem (Chairperson)

Dignitaries felicitan sertari

SPECIAL RECOGNITION certificate & Memento was presented to 3 individuals for
contribution in the field of agrobiodiversity, ecology, environment, sustainable agricultural
practice, fallow land management, awareness & motivation to farmers and general public:

e Balkrishna Ayya

e Dr. Atul Sarin

e Mr. Mathew Kurian

Special Appreciation Certificate, Memento & Cash prize of Rs. 5000/- for programs
implemented by GSBB was presented to Shri. Chinmay Morajkar.

Special Recognition Certificate & Memento was presented to following BMCs

e Nuvem BMC

e VelimBMC
e Mopa BMC
e Neura BMC

e Cavelossim BMC
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Goa State Biodiversity Conservation Awards -2023 Biodiversity Enthusiast Category:
Shri.Vitthal Babal Shelke (North Goa): Vitthal w
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decade is in the field of environment, education and %3

)
..

conservation. Through snake rescues, street plays,
eco-friendly initiatives and popularising ethos and

values nurtured by forest dwelling communities.

Born in the pastoral community he has given new |

lease of life for innumerable species of wildlife.

This award included Citation, Memento, & cash prize of Rupees Fifteen thousand each.

APPRECIATION (Enthusiast Category) - prize amount of Rs. 5,000/- for their contribution in
the field of Animal Rescue to Shri Ronil Gosavi (North Goa) only.

Goa State Biodiversity Conservation Awards -2023 Biodiversity Researcher Category:

Dr. Savita Kerkar : The Goa State Biodiversity Board is proud to honour her for 33 years of
magnanimous research endeavours on the biodiversity
of Marine Actinomycetes, associated with Saltpans in
Goa. Her research gives additional value to something .
we took for granted and are now on the verge of losing
an exceptional nutritional ingredient from our Goan diet,
if not for her long-term vision. Her efforts are even more

praiseworthy for giving our humble Goan Saltpan

bacteria international recognition, as an alternative
sustainable fish feed to promote human health among poor local populations consuming farmed
carp and Tilapia fish in India and Africa. Her pioneering research on the Ribandar and Agarvaddo
saltpan bacteria increased the yield and survival of shrimp when threatened by a pathogenic
menace in aquaculture and that they could be used as a bioremediate to mop up excess
concentrations of toxic lead and ferric ions in the environment. When our chilly plants were hit
with a fungal pathogen, her isolated halotolerant bacteria from Batim, Agarwada and Ribandar salt
pans were used as an effective biocontrol agent and likewise as an antifungal agent in increasing

the shelf-life of mushrooms. She has also shown that these saltpan bacteria can improve the quality
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of Khazan soils by formulating an inexpensive and eco-friendly biofertilizer. She has carefully
demonstrated the potential of producing new antibiotics from the Goan Saltpan actinomycetes
proving them to be valuable and inculcating the importance of conserving the saltpan regions in
Goa.

As an esteemed member of various committees of the Goa Coastal Zone Management Authority,
Goa SEAC, Goa State Pollution Control Board and the Goa State Biodiversity Board, she has
selflessly devoted to promoting the repair of the bunds and sluice gates to help protect the saltpans
in Goa, thus bringing back the traditional occupation of salt production in Goa with its additional

benefits previously unknown to most of us.

This award included Citation, Memento and cash prize of Rupees Twenty five thousand.

APPRECIATION (certificates & Memento only) (Researcher Category) — for their
contribution in their respective fields of Biodiversity conservation to Dr Arunachalam, Dr Amiya
Sahu, Dr. Solomon R. & Dr. Mathala Gupta.

Goa State Biodiversity Conservation Awards -2023 Green Journalist Category

Shri. Avit Bagli (Green Journalist) : The senior
journalist Avit Bagli has been associated with
various environmental movements of Goa since the .
quarter century. He not only participated in the
historic save Western Ghats movement but wrote
extensively on this people-oriented movement. |

Wherever he went he wrote on the various

environmental movements as well as green
crusaders working for the protection and conservation of the natural resources. He has been
awarded and appreciated for the yeomen service rendered by him for environment conservation

through his writings.

APPRECIATION (Green Journalist): prize of Rs.5000/- each awarded to Shri Anil Patil for
his vast experience of reporting, writing on biodiversity and other related fields.
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Goa State Biodiversity Conservation Awards -2023 Individual Category:

Dr Dattaram Desai (South Goa): for his exemplary contribution in participatory initiatives
ranging from ecological conservation to cooperative
initiatives at grass root level. A successful medical
practitioner popularly known as “nana” in Savoi |
Verem and many adjacent villages, known for his
socially oriented approach with dedication and *
servitude for ensuring health for all. While serving

the locals, he has taken several bold initiatives such

as leading successful public agitation against
polluting chemical industry that potentially had threatened the local environment. As a founding
member of Gram Vikas Kendra, a village focused NGO, that worked towards multiple, women-
lead, self-help groups as well as watershed development bodies across Ponda taluka. Started
Jalayatra - an awareness & documentation initiative for traditional water sources of Goa. The group
used social media & print media very effectively. He has been doing honest endeavours on
restoration of water bodies through people’s participation. His staunch belief in people’s
participation in dealing with local issues has made his tenure successful as Chairperson of Vere-
Vaghurme, Biodiversity Management Committee. As BMC Chairperson, with a long-term vision
he has successfully laid foundation by preparing PBR wherein teams of people were involved with
technical support groups, GSBB team and innovative methods of participation like competitions
for traditional recipe using local bioresources was unique approach. He has successfully ensured
all three levels of phase | validation of your PBR of Vere-Vaghurme BMC.

APPRECIATION (Individual Category) - prize amount of Rs. 5,000/- each, for their
contribution in the field of Environment, Biodiversity or its traditional knowledge is awarded to
Shri Nanda Majik (North Goa) & Shri Madhu Gaonkar, Shri Sanjay Patil, Dr. Mahendra
Bale, Smt. Rukmini Pandurang Naik, & Smt. Celia Torcato (South Goa).
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Goa State Biodiversity Conservation Awards -2023 BMC Category:
Penha De Franca BMC (North Goa): This award
is conferred the exemplary contribution in the field
of conservation of ecosystems like plateau,
mangroves, efforts in revival of agricultural lands | -
including khazans, mountain slopes and peripheral |
forest patches and other green spaces in the

jurisdiction of BMC area which falls in urban

sprawls and has tremendous pressures of real estate -
and other activities which put pressures on local biodiversity. BMCs activity of creating herbal &
butterfly garden by restoring solid waste disposal area. This award is conferred for the overall
efforts taken by BMC since the inception in setting an example for others by preparing Peoples
Biodiversity Register (PBR) of the village without any technical support groups by people’s
participation including local teachers, students and with GSBB guidance. BMC has successfully
ensured all three levels of phase | validation of your PBR. This contribution of the BMC team
members and enthusiastic, experienced and dedicated Chairperson Shri. Ganpat Vishnu Sidhaye
and other BMC members namely Shri. Ghanasham Pundalik Naik, Smt. Safar Kedar Phadte, Smt.
Vishranti Rajkumar Desai, Shri. Avinash Mhapankar, Shri. Pravinsingh Shetgaonkar and BMC
secretary Shri. Suresh Fadte is applaudible

Raia BMC (South Goa): This award is conferred
for the BMC's overall contribution in the field of
conservation of habitats like wetlands, agricultural
ecosystems including khazans, mountains, short
plateaus and other ecosystems which lead to the
conservation of biodiversity, ecology since it's |

inception. Setting an example for others by 1,.-"‘;', s
G, T

preparing Peoples Biodiversity Register of Raia
village in participatory method and ensuring all three levels of phase | validation, under the able
guidance of Chairperson Shri. Xavier Fernandes. Revival of wetland in Raia Village — namely

Bacbatt lake a haven for flocks of birds including migratory.
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APPRECIATION (BMC Category) - prize amount of Rs. 10,000/- each is awarded to
Chodan Madel BMC & Piligao BMC from North Goa and Vere Vaghurme BMC & Rivona
BMC from South Goa for their contribution towards biodiversity conservation activities,

preparation of PBR and other initiatives.

The presentation of awards was followed by the felicitation of all the dignitaries present. The vote
of thanks was extended by Dr. D Balaji, IFS, Secretary, National Biodiversity Authority. The
program ended with the singing of our National Anthem with the accompaniment of the Goa Police
Band.

Short video clips of the Award winners were displayed. The entire program was compeered by
Shri. Subhash Jan.
The program was also streamed live on youtube channel of GSBB.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hcQEGIi6k6Vs

Newspaper Clip
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l‘ﬁm Message from the Hon’ble. Minister, Environment & Climate Change
Government of Goa, Chairperson, Goa State Biodiversity Board (GSBB)

Shri. Nilesh Cabral
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hcQEGi6k6Vs
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Biodiversity committees key to
preservation efforts: Choubey

Nationwide process of updation of PBRs launched in state

StaffReporter
Panaji

In an announcement dur-
ing the nationwide launch
of the updation and verific-
ation of the people’s biod-
iversity registers (PBRs) by
graduate and post gradu-
ate students, Union Minis-
ter of State for Ministry of
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change Ashwini
Kumar Choubey revealed
the Centre’s plans to revolu-
tionise biodiversity conser-
vation through the intro-
duction of electronic PBRs
(e-PBRs).

The event, held at Neura
on Tuesday, saw parti-
cipants from various local
bodies, colleges, and biod-
iversity management com-
mittees.

Choubey informed that
already  2,67,350 biod-
iversity management com-
mittees have been con-
stituted in 28 states and 8
Union Territories. These
committees, he said, hold
the key for preserving the
nation’s biodiversity.

However, the real game-
changer, according to
Choubey, lies in electronic
people’s  biodiversity re-
gisters.

This digital revolution, he
said, would unlock com-
prehensive  documenta-
tion, ensure accurate as-
sessments, and informed
decision-making on biod-
iversity conservation and
bio-resource utilisation.
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Union Minister of State for
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change Ashwini
Kumar Choubey addressing
a gathering at Neura village.

The minister linked this
initiative to the broader vis-
ion of transforming India
from ‘Make in India’ to 'Di-
gital India) asserting that the
world is now looking at In-
dia for inspiration.

He emphasised the im-
portance of acknowledging
and respecting nature’s
power, citing the devastat-
ing Kedarnath disaster of
2013 as a stark reminder of
nature’s wrath.

The Minister emphasised
the importance of students
as stakeholders and called
for their increased involve-
ment in environment con-
servation, while also ac-
knowledging the significant

role that students will play
in updating the PBR data-
base.

In his address, Chief Min-
ister Pramod Sawant ex-
pressed satisfaction that
Goa was chosen for the
launch of the national cam-
paign. He commended cit-
izens and biodiversity man-
agement committees for
their outstanding effort to
preserve biodiversity and
pointed out the role of local
communitiesin the task.

He also expressed gratit-
ude to the forefathers who
contributed to preserva-
tion of natural heritage of
Goa. He highlighted that
the ‘“biodiversity found
in the state today is a res-
ult of the responsible ac-
tions and practices of our
ancestors.”

Sawant said that over
the past five years Goa has
made commendable pro-
gress in creating compre-
hensive documentation of
its diverse ecosystemns. He
highlighted Goa's distinc-
tion as a state with the first
Purvatali Rai heritage site
in Bicholim and the first
Ramsar site in Curchorem,
demonstrating the state’s
dedication to conservation
efforts.

He pledged the gov-
ernment’s technical and
financial support to the
biodiversity manag

chayats and BMCs to col-
laborate.

He revealed that substan-
tial investments, amounting
to ¥1,000 crore, had been
made during his tenure for
the construction of bunds.

Environment  Minister
Nilesh Cabral emphasised
how important it is for this
generation to protect the
ecosystems and bunds (em-
bankments) that have been
passed down by ancestors.

He said that with the
support of the central gov-
ernment, the bund system
would be reinstated within
the next three to four years.

The prestigious Goa
Biodiversity Conserva-
tion Awards 2023 were also
presented at the event. In
the BMC category, awards
were given to the Penha
de Franca and Raia BMCs,
while Dattaram Desai was
honoured in the individual
category.

Prof. Savita Kerkar, an
applied Dbiodiversity re-
searcher, was honoured for
her significant contribu-
tions; Avit Bagle was presen-
ted with a green journalist
award, and Vithal Shelkar
received biodiversity enthu-
siast recognition.

As a mark of special ap-
preciation, mementos and
cash rewards were handed

over to chairpersons and
ies of Agonda, Kot-

committees and stressed
the importance of waste
management and cleanli-
ness in villages, urging pan-

tambi, Curchorem, CCP,
Tuem, Darmapur, Shiroda,
Volvoi, Madkai and Sacorda
BMCs.

7A-year-old who single-handedly dug a wellin

water-starved Lohem wms biodiversity

Gauree Malkarnekar
@timesgroug.oom

Panaji: Of the nurmesons com
munities and individuals pre-
sented with the state biodiver-
ity awards on Tiesday, two in
dividuals stood out — T4vear
old Balkrishna Ayya from Lodl-
em, Canncona, and 8- yeerold
Rukmini Pandurang Naik
from Bagwadn, Khandola
While Balkrishna single
handedly built a well to end
the thirst of his community

» E-biodiversity registers
across India soon: MoS, P 2

Hundolle-Madditalap in Lol
em, Rukmink, a traditional
healer, would, until recently
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Balkrishna Ayya (left) and Rukmini Nalk (right} were among the
recipients of the state award. Ruomini, a traditional healer, would go
to patients’ homes Lo save them from snakebites and maladies

go to her patients” homes 1o
save them from snake bites

Balkrishna, for most of

his life, worked as a sculptor
and art teacher in a school
But It was around 10-12 years
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award

ago that he began noticing
his hamlet's struggle to got
clean drinking water, and de-
cided that he could not de.
pend on anyone else for a so-
lutton. The community of
sround 20 to 25 homes lives in
an aren devold of naturnl wa-
Ler sources.

“I devided to start work on
astep-well,” said Balkrishna,
who dug Into his own savings
and built the well single-han
dedly, barring the odd patr of
helping hands. Finully, at aro
und #0m deep, when he hit
water. many thought Bal
krishna had hit the jockpot
for hisfamily

» ‘What is offered’, P 2
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‘India’s biodiversity
registers to go online’

Times News NETWORK

Panaji: Consistent with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s Di-
gital India vision, People’s Bio-
diversity Registers (PBRs) —
inventoried at the village level
by residents—will soon be con-
verted into electronically ac-
cessible documents. The anno-
uncement was made by Union
minister of state for environ-
ment Ashwini Kumar Chou-
bey in Goa on Tuesday. PBRs
are documents prepared by lo-
cals in which they record the
biodiversity of flora and fauna
intheirregion. PBRsarerequi-
red under the Biological Diver-
sity Act, 2002.

Choubey on Tuesday laun-
ched from Goa the national
campaign to upgrade and vali-
date PBRsacrossIndia. Hesaid
that so far over 2.67 lakh PBRs
have been readied across the
country by village-level Biodi-
versity Management Commit-
tees (BMCs).

Recording the biodiversity
through the PBRs will help me-
et the challenges of the future
such as those posed by climate
change, Choubey said. “I have
seen first-hand the fury of na-
ture in Uttarakhand,” said the
minister, whose family survi-
ved the 2013 floods.

“We need not only aware-
ness among the people but also
people’s participation,” he sa-
id while speaking at the Neura
panchayat in North Goa.

Goa environment minister
Nilesh Cabral said that in the
next four to five years, the go-
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The Union minister of state for envnronment Iaunched the campaign to
upgrade and validate biodiversity registers across India, on Tuesday

vernment will revive the
bundh system in the state. Chi-
ef minister Pramod Sawant sa-
id that the government has al-
ready spent hundreds of crores
to restore bandhs, but in many
places people are allowing sali-
ne water’s ingress to facilitate
fish breeding. “We will not per-
mit this,” said Sawant.

“We have started noting
areduction in water availabili-
ty. We can see the increased
dumping of waste,” said Sa-
want, speaking at the event
which was organised by the
Union environment ministry,
the Goa State Biodiversity Bo-
ard, and the National Biodiver-
sity Authority.

The chairman of the Natio-
nal Biodiversity Authority, C
Achalender Reddy, was also
present on the occasion.

An exhibition showcasing
the unique products from each
Biodiversity Management
Committee in Goa was on dis-
play. State biodiversity awards
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were also presented.

The best BMC award for
North Goa went to Penha de
Franca for preserving its kha-
zans (coastal wetlands), pla-
teaus, and mangroves in the fa-
ce of the tremendous pressure
of real estate development.

For South Goa, the award
went to Raia for reviving a wet-
land for migratory birds.

The BMC appreciation pri-
ze went to Chodan Madel and
Piligao BMCs from North Goa
and Verem-Vaghurme and Ri-
vona BMCs from South Goa.

In the individual category,
the award for Biodiversity
Conservation went to Datta-
ram Desai from Savoi Verem
for South Goa for the identifi-
cation, restoration, and deve-
lopment of waterbodies across
Ponda.

The Biodiversity Enthusi-
ast award went to Vitthal Shel-
ke, and the Applied Biodiversi-
ty Researcher honour went to
Professor Savita Kerkar.

R 7

Environment



