© 14 22 MAY 2021
S BIODIVERSITY DAY

REPORT
of
STATE LEVEL CELEBRATION
(Virtual Celebration)
of
International Day for Biological Diversity - 2021
by
GOA STATE BIODIVERSITY BOARD

On the theme
"We’re part of the solution # For Nature”.

The State level function of the International Day for Biological Diversity
2021 (IDB 2021) was celebrated by Goa State Biodiversity Board & Goa State
Wetland Board of Government of Goa in association with Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change & National Biodiversity Authority on 22"
May 2021, from 10:15 am onwards in virtual mode. The theme adopted this year is
"We’re part of the solution# For Nature”, which was chosen to be continuation
of the momentum generated last year under the theme, “Our solutions are in Nature”,
which served to remind that biodiversity remains the solution to challenges faced by
humanity.

This year IDB 2021 was together observed with Bharat Ka Amrut Mahotsav
inaugurated by Hon. Prime Minister of India to commemorate 75th Year of
Independence.
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The virtual program commenced with the welcome address by Dr. Pradip
Sarmokadam, Member Secretary, GSBB, who also briefly highlighted the activities
and achievements of GSBB.
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Dr. Pradlp Sarmokadam' Member Secretary, GSBB, glvmg the Welcome
address.

Shri. Kunal, IAS, Secretary - Power, Environment & Climate Change,
Non — Conventional Energy, Chief Electoral Officer, Govt. of Goa spoke on his
experiences of associating with the Chairpersons & Members of Biodiversity
Management Committees (BMCs) across Goa. He shared his experience of
attending the People’s Biodiversity Register (PBR) validation meeting of two BMCs
and visits to the award winning BMCs villages.

Shri. Subhash Chandra, IFS, Principal Chief Conservator of Forest,
Govt. of Goa and Chairperson of Awards Selection Committee of GSBB addressed
the participants. He extended his support to the BMCs for their activities especially
the livelihood and conservation related ones.
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Shri. Kunal, IAS, Secretary - 4 Power, Shri. Subhash Chandra, IFS, Principal Chief
Environment & Climate Change, Non - Conservator of Forest, Govt. of Goa
Conventional Energy

Experience Sharing by Award Winning BMCs: The address by the two
dignitaries was followed by experience sharing by the Chairpersons & Members of
the two Biodiversity award 2020 winning Biodiversity Management Committees
from South & North Goa, Agarwada-Chopdem BMC & Shristhal BMC
respectively. Shri. Vinay Tubki, BMC Chairperson & Shri. Shirish Pai,
Member, from Shristhal BMC & Shri. Amol Raut, BMC Chairperson & Shri.
Vithoba Bagli, Member, Agarwada Chopdem BMC, shared how activities were
conducted in their villages with support from the Village Panchayat bodies as well
as cooperation from villagers. They advised their peers on how to garner support of
all the villagers, institutes from the village, NGOs and the Government bodies &
their officials for the betterment of the village. Both the BMCs received many
congratulatory and appreciation comments from the participants of the online
program

Shristhal BMC Agarwada Chopdem BMC
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Dr. T. V. Ramchandra, Energy & Wetlands Research Group, Centre for
Ecological Sciences, Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore deliberated on
Importance of Wetlands with the Topic — “Wetlands: Treasure of Bangalore”. His
in-depth knowledge was reflected through his highly informative presentation,
whereby he took the participants on a virtual tour through the wetlands of Bangalore,
their management, trouble shooting measures adopted to counter the various
problems faced by the wetlands, Conservation of Terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems
and their linkages. He also informed about the capacity building activities carried
out by the Indian Institute of Science including how youngsters have been involved
in the data collection for Peoples Biodiversity Registers. His presentation was highly
appreciated by the participants.

Dr. T. V. Ramchandra, Energy & Wetlands Research
Group, Centre for Ecological Sciences, Indian Institute of
Science, Bangalore

Dr. Nandkumar Kamat, Consultant, Microbial Biodiversity, GSBB
(appointed by Director of Higher Education and allotted to GSBB), spoke on
Microbial Diversity of Goa, He also gave a number of recommendations &
suggestions to the public on documentation of the different uses of microbes in day
to day activities, the need of why not to tamper with our ecology and environment,
especially within the context of the ongoing Pandemic and measures by which we
can safeguard our future generation from any further pandemics by ensuring that we
conserve our environment and biodiversity. He specially appealed to the people of
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Goa not to encourage consumption of the seasonal Termitomyces Mushrooms —
Alami, as he warned that if we do not stop the indiscriminate harvest of these
mushrooms we are headed towards another pandemic starting from the western
Ghats as he explained briefly how the disease agents are contained by the forests and
how our destructive actions lead to their release whereby resulting in epidemics &
pandemics

Dr. Nandkumar Kamat, Consultant, Microbial
Biodiversity, GSBB

Significant issues faced by Goa and possible solutions were discussed during
the interactive session that followed. The function was attended by more than 100
local& National participants, including GSBB’s Board members, Expert Committee
Members, Scientists from institutions across India, NGOs, members of Biodiversity
Management Committees, Biodiversity enthusiasts and general public.

Two minutes silence was observed to condole the death of noted
environmentalist Padma Vibhushan Shri. Sundarlal Bahuguna, founder of the
Chipko Movement, who passed away on 21% May 2021.
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The online event concluded with the closing remarks and vote of thanks
proposed by Member Secretary, GSBB and the instrumental rendition of the
National Anthem vide a video on wild animals.

STILLS OF THE ONLINE PROGRAM
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Government of Goa
Along with

Goa State Biodiversity Board
&

Goa State Wetland Authority

in association with
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

&

National Biodiversity Authority
Cordially invites you for the virtual celebration of
International Day for Biological Diversity — 2021
(Theme: "We're part of the solution# For Nature™)
In the presence of Members of Goa State Biodiversity Board; Chairpersons & Members of Biodiversity
Management Commiltees (BMCs), Members of Thematic Expert Committees of GSBB& other
respectful public representatives

PROGRAMME SCHEDULE

TIME PROGRAMMIE
10:15 am to 10:25 am Welcome nddress & Review of Activities / Achievements of GSBB
by Dr. Pradip Sarmokadam, Member Secretury, GSBB
10:25 am to 10:35 am Address by Shri. Kunal, TAS, Sccretary - Power, Environment & Clhimate Change,

Non — C'onventional Encrgy. Chiefl Electoral Officer, Govt. of Goa
10:35 am to 10:45 am Address by Shri. Subhash Chandra, 1FS, Principal Chief Conservator of Forest
Govl. of Goa, Chairperson, Awards Selection Commitiee of GSBB

10:45 am to 10:55 am Experience Sharing by Chairperson, Shristhal BMC,
Gou State Biodiversity Award winning BMC 2020, South Goa
10:55 am to 11:05 am Experience Sharing by Chairperson, Agarwada-Chopdem BMC, Goa State

Biodiversity Award winning BMC 2020, North Goa

11.05 am to 12:05 pm | As part of the Bharat Ka Amrut Mahotsav, Address on Importance of Wetlands,
Topic — “Weltlands: Treasure of Bangalore™ by Dr. T. V. Ramchandra, Energy &

Wetlands Research Group, Centre for Ecological Sciences, Indian Institute ut Science,

Bangulore

12:05 pm to 12:15 pm Interactive session

12:15 pm to 12:45 pm Address by Dr. Nandkumar Kamat, Consultant, Microbial Biodiversity, GSBB,
on Microbial Diversity of Goa

12:45 pm to 1:00 pm Interactive session

1:00 pm to 01:10 pm Concluding remarks & Vote of thanks

Web link Time: Mav 22,2021 10:15 AM India, Join Zoom Mmlng

Meeting ID: 821 1310 9614 Passcode: 240778

IDB-2021 MESSAGE FROM THE HON’BLE. CHAIRPERSON, GSBB.
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Message from the Hon’ble. Minister, Environment &
Climate Change, Government of Goa,
Chairperson, Goa State Biodiversity Board (GSBB)

Shri. Nilesh Cabral
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Messages were printed in three different newspapers in Konkani, Marathi & English
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Article on IDB 2021 program in local Marathi newspaper

BRIEF REPORT ON THE PRE-IDB 2021 COMPETITIONS

Prior to the State level online program of IDB 2021, GSBB held the Pre- IDB
competitions under the name YUVA JAGRUTI 2021 in association with
‘ABHIVYAKTEE’ a registered NGO formed in the year 1997 at Panaji by
likeminded people from performing arts and has since then been thriving for
artistic expressions for Children, Youth & Adults for a socio-cultural cause.

The organising process for this year’s competition began in December 2020 with
a fleet of experienced Youth with lot of brain storming to design and draft the more
challenging chapter of Yuva Jagruti which was to be entirely executed online and
on a National level.

A specially designed Website of Yuva Jagruti 2021 was thus formulated and was
launched online at the hands of Hon’ble Minister for Environment, Shri. Nilesh
Cabral on 12" January 2021, Swami Vivekanand’s birth anniversary celebrated
as ‘Youth Day’.
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Registration process through the designated website began from 14™ January and
youngsters from more than 20 states and Union territories registered for various
events. The registration process ended on 02" February while the submissions
began from 02" till 12" February. Judging was carried out from 13" to 20%
February 2021.

Since the launch of the website, a total of 3,111 unique people visited the website,
of which 301 youths registered for the six contests.

Online Inaugural function was held on 30" January, which was attended by all the
registered participants. Swapnil Fadnis compeered the inaugural. Founder member
of Abhivyaktee, Smt. Anagha Deshpande explained about the project. Member
Secretary of Goa State Biodiversity Board Dr. Pradip Sarmokadam spoke on
behalf of the Board and announced the commencement of the event. Submission
process started from 1% February and went on till 12" February.

50 likes

abhivyakteepanaji A sneak peek into Yuva Jagruti 2021's
Inauguration Ceremony held yesterday

Stills from the Inaugural function of Yuva Jagruti- Pre IDB 2021 competitions, posted on
social media

45 likes
abhivyakteepanaji YUVA JAGRUTI 2021 begins todayy!!!

Details of the Pre IDB 2021 Competitions:
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1. Microtale

This competition was for the age group of 16 - 25 years. Theme was ‘Co-exist’.
60 people from 12 states participated. 32 microtales were received during
submission process, of which 16 were approved based on relevance to topic and
rules mentioned.

Kaaviya Balkrishnan from Tamil Nadu won 1st Prize.

2" Prize was begged by Siddhant Khandekar.

Ninad Tengse and Dale Dias from Goa got Consolation prizes.
2. Digital Poster Making

This competition was for the age group of 16 - 25 years. Themes were Body image,
the social media and its effects and Global warming. 64 people from 15 states had
participated. 30 digital posters from 15 states were received during the submission
process, of which 17 were approved based on relevance to the topic and rules
mentioned.

Gautam Naik from Goa won 1% Prize.
2" Prize was secured by Kaaviya Balkrishnan from Tamil Nadu.

Ashita Sharma from Delhi and Absal Ahmad from Tamil Nadu got Consolation
prizes.

3. Reel ad

This competition was for the age group of 16 - 25 years. Theme was
Biodiversity/Environment. 32 people from 25 states had participated. During the
submission process, 5 ads were approved based on relevance to topic and rules
mentioned. These 5 were posted on social media and the result was declared based
on the number of likes and shares.
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Abhishek Pradhan from West Bengal secured 1% prize.
Rahul Sardar from west Bengal got 2" Prize and
3" prize was won by Dale Dias from Goa.

4. Monologue

This competition was for the age group of 13 - 22 years. Theme was any one
element of Panchamahabhuta — Air, Water, Earth, Fire and Space. 54 people from
15 states participated. 48 monologue entries were received during the submission
process, of which 17 from 5 states were approved based on relevance to topic and
rules mentioned.

Biplab Naskar from West Bengal won 1% Place,

Chaitra Deshbhandari from Goa got 2" and

Samar Mridha from West Bengal got 3" Place.
5. Meme

This competition was for the age group of 16 - 25 years. Theme was
Biodiversity/Environment. 41 people from 14 states had participated. 18 entries
from 8 states were received during the submission process, of which 8 from 5
states were approved based on relevance to the topic and rules mentioned. These
5 were posted on social media and the result was declared based on the number of
likes and shares.

Goa’s Dale Dias’ meme got maximum number of likes and won 1% Place whereas
Uttam Parsekar also from Goa secured 2" Place.
6. Quiz

15 teams registered for this competition of which 11 teams participated in the 15/
preliminary round held on 11" February. 6 teams qualified and entered 2" round
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which held on 18" February. Of these, 4 entered the final round held on 21°
February.

Shivansh Jain and Shubham Kumar from Bihar won 1% place and
Manali Borkar and Amogh Kantak from Goa secured 2" Place.

The concluding ceremony and was held online on 21% February at 4.30 pm over
Zoom. The ceremony, with Ms Antara Bhide as compeer, was witnessed live by
more than 60 participants from all over the country. Dr Pradip Sarmokadam,
Member Secretary, GSBB congratulated all participants and prize winners for
having developed such clarity and awareness of nature and environment at such a
young age. The winners of all competitions were announced and congratulated.
Ms Veda Manerikar elaborated on the National level Pre- IDB-2021, Yuva Jagruti
participation process, the mission and its success. Mr Saish Deshpande concluded
the ceremony with a VVote of Thanks.

The vibrant exchange of ideas at National level Pre- IDB-2021, Yuva Jagruti
surely does contribute towards a positive change in the participating youth towards
our society and in developing a view as regards to the environment and
biodiversity.

GSBB would like to place on record its appreciation of Dale Dias for donating
the prize money of the competitions he won to an Animal Shelter in Panaji,
Goa.
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