ACTIVITIES OF THE GOA STATE BIODIVERSITY BOARD (GSBB)DURING THE FINANCIAL YEAR
2022-23

(FOR INCLUSION IN THE ANNUAL REPORT OF NBA 2022-23)

S.No. | Information required on Details
items/activities
1. | Name of the SBB/UTBC Goa State Biodiversity Board (GSBB)

2. | Details of incumbents of the following posts during 2022-23
(Name, Designation & Tenure etc. & Postal Address along with Phone No./ Official E-
mail/Fax).

Chairperson Shri. Nilesh Cabral

Hon’ble Minister for Environment and Climate Change;
Chairperson, Goa State Biodiversity Board (GSBB).
Designation: Chairperson

2A Tenure: 23.12.2021 till 22.12.2024

Postal address: Ministerial Block, 15Floor, Secretariat,
Porvorim, Bardez- Goa

Email: goanbiodiversity@gmail.com

Member Secretary Dr. Pradip Sarmokadam

Designation: Member Secretary

Tenure: 23.12.2021 till 22.12.2024

Postal address: Goa State Biodiversity Board

C/o Department of Science Technology and Environment,
Opp. Saligao Seminary,

2B Saligao, Bardez- Goa
Phone: +91 7758814514
Email: pradipgsbb@agmail.com:;
goanbiodiversity@gmail.com;
goa-gsbb@gov.in
3 | Statutory developments Notifications:-
during the year (Details of 1. No.  15-1-2022/GSBB/BMC-141/015/788  dated
insztlijfécd"’;ﬁons /rules/orders 22.09.2022 (General guidelines/ recommendations for

sustainable utilization, conservation and management
of bio-resources with special emphasis on controlled
harvesting and conservation of edible clams, other
shell fish & amp; critical bio-resources within the
jurisdiction of the Biodiversity = Management
Committees along the riverine &amp; coastal areas in
the State of Goa).
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4 | No. of Board Meetings 1. GSBB has conducted 39" Board Meeting (Regular) held
conducted with date of on 06™ June 2022 at Conference Hall, Ministerial Block.
each meeting during 2022- | > GSBB has conducted 40" Board Meeting (Regular) held
23 on 03 October 2022 at Conference Hall, Ministerial

Block.

3. GSBB has conducted 41 Board Meeting (Regular)
held on 03" January 2023 at PAC Hall, Assembly
Block, Porvorim Goa.

5 | Budget and Expenditure of Budget Expenditure
SBB/UTBC (With concise Attached in
head wise details) 2022-23 Annexure - |

5A | Funding sources availed by | State Fund from CAM | Panch| Othe
SBB/UTBC Fund / NBA PA ayat r
(Rs. in Lakhs) Fund of sour

uT ces

adminis
tration
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6 | Biodiversity Heritage Sites Notified Identified / Proposed

(BHS)

‘Purvatali Rai’, Sacred Grove of
Surla village is notified as
Biodiversity Heritage Site vide
notification
No0.7/17/2019-20/GSBB/BHS
1037/ 960, printed in official
gazette, Govt. of Goa, Series |
No.38 dated 13" December
20109.

a) Curtorim Lakes:

“Unique Water
management system
is one of the most
indigenous
engineering of linking
of fresh water lakes
within this heritage
site between
Raitollem, Maitollem
and Angdi lakes and
this supports
agricultural and
piscicultural practices
round the year”

Village Name: Curtorim

BMC Name: Curtorim-
Biodiversity
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Management
Committee.

Taluka: Salcete

District: South Goa.
State: Goa.

(Note:The draft
notification of the
Curtorim BHS has
been notified in the
official gazette, Govt.
of Goa.)

b) Rivona Plateau:
“Unique Flora of Goa
Dipcadi goense- A
critically endangered
species”.

Village Name: Rivona

BMC Name: Rivona-

Biodiversity

Management

Committee.

Taluka: Sanguem

District: South Goa.

State: Goa.
c) Chicalim Bay:
“Habitat of

Endangered species
of Goa- Window-

pane Oyster
(Scientific

name: Placuna
placenta)”.

Village Name: Chicalim
BMC Name: Chicalim-
Biodiversity
Management
Committee.

Taluka: Mormugao
District: South Goa.
State: Goa.

Progress in the
preparation/revision of

State Biodiversity Strategy

and Action Plan (SBSAP)

Goa State Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (SBSAP) is

under progress.
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8 | Preparation of LBSAP NIL
(Local Biodiversity Strategy
and Action Plan) , if any
9 | Assessment of City NIL
Biodiversity Index, if any
(Name of the city and year
of releasing report)
10 | Identification of potential NIL
OECM (Other Effective
area based Conservation
Measures), if any
11 | Number of BMCs Village/ Block/ Nagar Zilla Total
constituted at different Panchayat | Taluk/ Palika Parisha
levels Manda| /Municipali d
I ty /District
11A| Number of BMCs at the 191 0 14 0 205
beginning of the year as on
1%t April 2022
11B| Formed during the year Nil 0 Nil 0 Nil
(2022-23)
11C| Number of BMCs at the 191 0 14 0 205
end of the period as on 31
March 2023
12 | Number of PBRs prepared Village/ Block/ Nagar Zilla Total
at different levels Panchayat | Taluk/ Palika Parisha
level Manda| /Municipali d
I ty /District
12A| Number of PBRs at the 191 (Total NA 14 (Total | NA 205 (Total
beginning of the year as on | 191 PBRs are 14 PBRs 205 PBRs
1%t April 2022 validated at are are
BMC Level) Validated ;’t""g‘:ﬁéed
at BMC Level)
Level)
Note: GSBB is following additional 03 stages Validation
process (1%t Stage at BMC Level Validation; 2" Stage at
Gram Sabha Level Validation & 3™ Stage at State Level
Validation by GSBB’s Thematic Expert Committee on
PBR and its Validation (TEC of PBR & V) for ensuring
better quality of PBRs documentation)
12B| PBRs documented during | 03 stages NA | 03 stages NA Total 03
the year (2022-23) Validated Validated stages
PBRs is NIL PBRs is Validated
for the year NIL for the PBRs id
2022-23 year 2022- NIL for the
23 year 2022-
23.
12C| Number of PBRs at the 191 NA 14 NA 205
end of the period as on 31 | Documented Documen Document
March 2023 & Validated ted & ed &
By BMC Validated Validated
By BMC
By BMC
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12D| Number of PBRs updated NIL NIL
so far
12E| Number of Electronic PBRs | 36 INA |1 | NA 37
13 | Details of films, Attached in Annexure =V
posters/brochures
prepared on Biodiversity of
the State/UT by
SBB/UTBC during 2022-23
(If so, please enclose
photograph
14 | Details of legal action Nil
taken against any
offender(s) under the
Biological Diversity Act,
2002, if any
14A| Litigation /Court Attached in Annexure —VI
cases/Offences (Please
mention details in brief)
14B| Conducting preliminary Nil
enquiry to establish prima-
facie an offence (Please
mention details in brief)
15 | Activities of the SBB/UTBC | Attached in Annexure =VII
During 2022-23
16A| Under Sec.23(B) of the Act No of No. of applications| No. of applications
— grant of approval for Applications| approved up to rejected/prohibited
commercial utilization or received 31.03.2023 during 2022-23
Bio-survey & Bio-utilization, since
during 2022-23 inception of Nil for 2022-23 Nil for 2022-23
SBB/UTBC
up to
31.03.2023
(by GSBB)
3 Nos
16B| Under Sec.24(1)-Prior No of No of No of applications
intimation received from applications Applications under processing
Indians, Indian Companies/ received approved during
Organizations /Association, during 01.04.2022 to
during 2022-23 01.04.2022 to 31.03.2023
31.03.2023
3 Nos 3 Nos Nil
17 | Details of 4+ Days of Celebrations

celebrations/Awareness
Programmes/training
Programmes carried out by
the SBB/UTBC during
2022-23 (Photos if any
may be enclosed)

e Yuva Jagruti Pre IDB-2023 function held on 11™ February

2023 at Institute Menezes Braganza- Panaji Goa.

e GSBB had organized celebration of International Day for
Biological Diversity 2022, on 05.06.2022 along with Goa
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State Biodiversity Conservation Awards 2022. (Report is
attached).

e Celebration of World Wetland Day 2023 on 02.02.2023 at
Raia BMC.

% Training programme by Goa State Biodiversity Board
carried out during 1%t April 2022 to 315 March 2023 -
(Given in Annexure VII)

+ Awareness programme by Goa State Biodiversity
Board carried out during 15t April 2022 to 31t March
2023 - (Given in Annexure VII)

18

Details of any awards/
recognition /appreciation
received by the SBB/UTBC
during 2022-23

NIL

19

Details of any awards
instituted by the
SBB/UTBC and conferred
on individuals/
organizations during 2022-
23for conserving
Biodiversity & related
matters

Goa Biodiversity Conservation Awards 2022-2023.

Individuals Awards Category:

1. Dr. Suresh Kunkalikar- North Goa

2. Shri. Kanta Gayak- South Goa
Biodiversity Management Committee Category:

1. Pomburpa Olaulim
Committee- North Goa

Biodiversity = Management

2. Chicalim Biodiversity Management Committee -
South Goa
Applied Biodiversity Researcher Award Category:
Dr. K. K. Manohara

Biodiversity Enthusiast Category Category:
1. Shri. Ramesh N. Zarmekar (North Goa)

2. Shri. Johnson Stephen (South Goa)

Green Journalist Category:

Shri. Paul Fernandes
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and the certificates for Special Appreciation and Special
Recognition of the concerned personalities for the work
in the field of Biodiversity conservation were
appreciated/recognized during the function.

20

Any other information

GSBB has also charge of:

e ‘Nodal Agency for Goa State Wetland Authority
(GSWA), Govt. of Goa.

e Member Secretary, GSBB is ‘Nodal Officer’ for State
Level Steering Committee for National Adaptation
Funds for Climate Change (SLSC & NAFCC), Govt.
of Goa.

e ‘Nodal Agency’ for  Atmanirbhar Bharat
Swayampurna Goa.

o ‘Key State Technical Institute’ for One District One
Product (ODOP) under Formalization of Micro Food
Processing Enterprises (FME) Scheme.

e Member Secretary, GSBB designated as Chairman,
Technical Committee on Tree Plantation to provided
holistic approach for plantation of trees constituted by
The Tree Plantation Authority, Govt. of Goa vide
order dated 12.10.2021.

e Member Secretary, GSBB as Member Secretary of
Committee constituted by Govt. of Goa to Study the
Cause and also to propose restoration measures to
the landslide caused in Sattari Taluka occurred
recently due to heavy rainfall vide order dated
01.09.2021.

e Member Secretary, GSBB appointed as Member of
Research Advisory Committee (RAC) to promote
research activity in the Forest Department on the
issues related to forest and wildlife in the state of Goa
vide order dated 21.01.2022.

e Member Secretary, GSBB is appointed as ‘Nodal
Officer’ to carry out the activities under the LIFE
Mission.
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e Member Secretary, GSBB is appointed as Member,
State Board for Wildlife.

o Member Secretary, GSBB is appointed on the Board
of Directors, Goa Waste Management Corporation.

e Member Secretary, GSBB is appointed as Member,
State Level Advisory Committee on Solid Waste
Management.

ety
s T

Date: 23.08.2023 Dr. Pradip Sarmokadam
Member Secretary, GSBB
(Name & Signature of Member Secretary, GSBB)
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Annexure-|

Details of various Funding/Grants received by Goa State Biodiversity Board in financial year 2022-23

Date: 23.08.2023
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Sr.No | Name of the Funding Purpose of Funding Amount of Funding Expenditure
Department/Financial Received (Rs.) Amount (Rs.)
Institution

1: Department of Grant-in-aid for routine 2,20,00,000.00 2,20,00,000.00
Environment & Climate functioning of GSBB
Change Govt .of Goa

2. Department of Grant-in-aid for routine 50,00,000.00 3,00,000.00
Environment & Climate functioning of GSBB
Change Govt.of Goa

3. GMR-Goa International Compensatory 19,60,000.00 15,00,000.00
Airport Ltd Plantation of Mopa

Airport through BMCs
and locals from the
villages.

4, Directorate of Civil Compensatory 20,00,000.00 20,00,000.00

Aviation Plantation of Mopa
Airport through BMCs
and locals from the
villages.

5. Directorate of Industries Funds for salary 12,00,000.00 10,92,000.00
Trade & Commerce payment of PMU staff

under PMFME scheme
6. Universal Cables Pvt Ltd Plantation Scheme of 3,50,000.00 0.00
GSBB

7. National Biodiversity NBA outsourced 25,49,258.00 25,49,258.00

Authority Personnel Grant-in-aid
(old reimbursement)

8. National Biodiversity NBA outsourced 13,50,000.00 10,67,895.00
Authority Personnel Grant-in-aid

9. National Biodiversity Grant-in-aid pre-IDB 98,150.00 98,150.00
Authority 2023 activities

10. Department of Science Establishing the State 57,85,872.00 0.00
and Technology, Ministry | Climate Change Cell
of Science and under
Technology, Govt. of NMSKCCC(SCCC-

India NMSKCC) in the State
of Goa .(The staff is
recruited in April
2023 the funds were
received in Dec 2022 &
the process was
initiated)

Total 4,22,93,280.00 |  3,06,07,303.00

W, Mo

Dr. Pradip Sarmokadam
Member Secretary, GSBB




Annexure-l|

Details of Grant-in-aid received by Goa State Biodiversity Board from State Govt.-Goa in the

financial year 2022-23

Environment & Climate
Change Govt .of Goa

Sr.No | Name of the Funding Purpose of Funding Amount of Expenditure
Department/Financial Funding Received | Amount (Rs.)
Institution (Rs.)

1. Department of Grant-in-aid for 2,20,00,000.00 | 2,20,00,000.00

routine functioning of
GSBB as per pattern
of assistance

approved by DoECC

2. Department of
Environment & Climate
Change Govt .of Goa

Grant-in-aid for
routine functioning of
GSBB as per pattern
of assistance
approved by DoECC

50,00,000.00 3,00,000.00

Total

2,70,00,000.00 | 2,23,00,000.00

Annexure-lll

Details of Grant-in-aid received by Goa State Biodiversity Board from NBA in the financial year

2022-23
Sr.No | Name of the Funding Purpose of Funding | Amount of Expenditure
Department/Financial Funding Received | Amount (Rs.)
Institution (Rs.)
1. National Biodiversity NBA outsourced 25,49,258.00 25,49,258.00
Authority Personnel Grant-in-
aid (old
reimbursement)
2. National Biodiversity NBA outsourced 13,50,000.00 10,67,895.00
Authority Personnel Grant-in-
aid
3. National Biodiversity Grant-in-aid pre-IDB 98,150.00 98,150.00
Authority 2023 activities
Total 39,97,408.00 37,15,303.00

Date: 23.08.2023
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Annexure-lV

Details of various Funding/Grants received by Goa State Biodiversity Board in financial year

2022-23
Sr.No | Name of the Funding Purpose of Funding Amount of Expenditure
Department/Financial Funding Received | Amount (Rs.)
Institution (Rs.)
i GMR-Goa International | Compensatory 19,60,000.00 15,00,000.00
Airport Ltd Plantation of Mopa
Airport through
BMCs and locals
from the villages
2. Directorate of Civil Compensatory 20,00,000.00 20,00,000.00
Aviation Plantation of Mopa
Airport through
BMCs and locals
from the villages
3. Directorate of Funds for salary 12,00,000.00 10,92,000.00
Industries Trade & payment of PMU
Commerce staff under PMFME
scheme
4, Universal Cables Pvt Plantation Scheme of 3,50,000.00 0.00
Ltd GSBB
5. Department of Science | Establishing the 57,85,872.00 0.00
and Technology, State Climate
Ministry of Science and | Change Cell under
Technology, Govt. of NMSKCCC(SCCC-
India NMSKCC) in the
State of Goa .(The
staff is recruited in
April 2023,the funds
were received in Dec
2022 & the process
was initiated)
Total 1,12,95,872.00 45,92,000.00
Y Lol

Date: 23.08.2023
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Annexure- V
Brochure of GSBB for the FY 2022-2023
't O

meet of nfla  Minisry of Environmant,  Nationdl Biodrersiy
b Forest & Climate Change Authorty, ndia

Prides of Goa

Flame-throated Bulbul
(State bird of Goa)

K
Malabar Tree-nymph Terminalia elliptica
(State butterfly of Goa) (State tree of Goa)
A\' Z)Lﬁj MQ Ll

Goa State Biodiversity Board

{An Autonomous Statutory Body) The S iat of the C ion on Biological Diversity is pl
Government of Goa Biodiversity Day 2022 slogan for this is "Bu.ldmg u'syharzde L;:te:n:of:rn :I‘l’ll}t?: s the

2 Clo Dey of Science, Biodiversity remains the answer to several sustai hall From

| Opp. Snllgao Seminary, Saligao, Bardez, Goa 403511, na’ure-bused sohmons to chma'e, health issues, food und water security, and sustainable
Email; .com or goa-gsbb@g diversity is the found: upon which we can build back better.

Website: www.gsbb.goa.gov.in

e A At
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Annexure - VI

Status of Legal Cases of Goa State Biodiversity Board (GSBB) (Court wise Breakup)

Sr. no

Title

Case No and
Details

Case Status

CASES IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA NEW DELHI

India and Ors

Mathala Chandrapati Rao V/s Union of

Civil Appeal Nos.
5826 and 5827 of
2019,
(Respondent
No.35) filed
before the
Supreme Court of
India, received on
13/09/2019

Pending on 09.11.22

M/s Abhishek Engineers Vs. The

Goa

Director Environment and Ex Officio
Joint Secretary to the Government of

Civil appeal No.
6786 of 2022

Disposed on
26.09.2022

Cases before Hon’ble National Green Tribunal (NGT) WZ

Sr.no. Title Case No and Details Case Status
1 Shri. Bismarque Dias & 5 Others (OA)Appl. No 123/2015 (WZ) | Disposed
V/s State of Goa & Others dated 23/11/2015 30.08.22
National Green Tribunal
(NGT) (W2)
2 M/s Abhishek Engineering V/S Appeal No. 75/2016 (W2Z) Disposed on
Director of Environment & Ex- National Green Tribunal 01.08.22
Officio Jt. Secretary, Govt. of Goa (NGT) (W2)
& Others
3 Wilbur Fredrick V/s GCZMA and O.A. No0.-68/2017 (W2) Disposed
Others0 National Green Tribunal 14.09.22
(NGT) (W2)
4 Lopinho Xavier & Ors V/S State of | Original Application No. | Pending
Goa &Ors (GSBB Respondent No. | 130/2017 (WZ) (received on | 19.09.22
03) 31/07/2017). National Green
Tribunal (NGT) (WZ2)
5. Kashinath Shetye &Ors V/S The Original Application No. 141 of | Pending
Chief Secretary & Ors (GSBB 2017 (WZ) (received on |23.08.22

respondent No. 03)

03.08.2018). National Green
Tribunal (NGT) (W2)
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6 Royla C. Fernandes vs State of Original Applications | Pending
Goa &ors (GSBB respondent no.5) | no.42/2021 (Received on
24.06.21) WZ NGT
7 Dr.Joe D'Souza & Anr. Vs The Appeal No. 02/2022 (Received | Disposed on
State of Goa & Ors (Respondent on 01.02.2022) 30.09.22
No. 4)
8 Inacio Dominic Pereira Vs. Dwarka | Original Application No. | Disposed on
Beach resort (Respondent No. 17) | 103/2021 24.03.2022
with directions
to GCZMA
9. Estevam Soccoro Ribeiro Vs State | Original application no. | 19.10.22
of Goa & Ors. (Respondent No.7) 3112022
received on 09.05.2022

Before the Hon’ble High Court Of Bombay at Goa

Sr.no. Title Case No and Details Case Status

1 Agnelo Barreto & 02 Others V/s PIL Writ Petition No. 32 of | Pending
North Goa Planning and 2019 (Respondent No.8)
Development Authority Thro. The
Archdioceses & 12 Others

2 Chimbel Gram Seva Kala and (Respondent No. 6) PIL W.P. | Pending
sunskrutik Manch v/s Infotech No. 41/2019, filed before the
Corporation of Goa Ltd. and Ors High Court of Bombay at Goa,

received on 14/08/2019

3 Remedios D’Cunha and Ors. Vs PIL WP 15/2020 (GSBB — Disposed on
the State of Goa and Ors. Respondent No. 7. 22.09.2021

4 Stendly Miranda and Anr vs. The PIL WP 2/2021( GSBB Disposed on
State of Goa Thr. Its Chief Respondent no. 6) 07.09.2021
Secretary

5 Mr. Estevam Ribeiro Vs. State of PIL WP no. 326/2022 Disposed on
Goa & ors. (Respondent No. 7) 28.02.2022
received on 28.02.2022

6 Mr. Estevam Ribeiro Vs. State of | PIL WP No. 632/2022 Disposed on
Goa (Respondent No.7) received 23.03.2022

on 22.03.2022
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Annexure- VIl

ACTIVITIES OF GSBB FOR THE YEAR 2022-2023

%+ Training programme and Workshop by Goa State Biodiversity Board carried out during 15t

April 2022 to 31t March 2023

e GSBB held teachers training for North Goa teachers on 11.10.2022 & for South Goa teachers on

13.10.2022 on topic on Biodiversity Conservation by Engaging with Biodiversity

Management Committee.

1. GSBB held cluster meeting/ orientation meetings for newly reconstituted BMCs. Details are as per

below:

a)

b)

d)

e)

Cluster meeting of Canacona Taluka BMCs held on 19" November 2022 at Village
Panchayat Hall, Shristhal Canacona, Goa.

Cluster meeting of part BMCs from Mormugao Taluka held on 14" February 2023 at Village
Panchayat Hall, Chicalim, Mormugao Goa.

Cluster meeting of part BMCs from Tiswadi & Ponda Talukas were held on 25" February
2023 at Auditorium Hall, GSPCB, Saligao, Bardez- Goa.

Cluster meeting of part BMCs from Salcete Talukas were held on 11" March 2023 at
Seminar Hall, Mathany Saldanha Administrative Complex Margao, Goa.

Cluster meeting of part BMCs from Pernem & Bardez Talukas were held on 24" March 2023
at Auditorium Hall, Sant Sohirobanath Ambiye Government College of Arts & Commerce

Hall, Pernem-Goa
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2. Peer to Peer learning visit to Dapoli by GSBB selected BMC members from 14.05.2022-
16.05.2022.

Mejlcicil
| HCUITURE |
e | = ‘ 3| :‘ €A

/
f

Workshop

e Member Secretary, GSBB attended workshop for Senior Government Officials on ‘Funding
available for Mitigation and Adaptation of Climate Change’ organised by NABARD- Goa on
07.04.2022.

e Member Secretary attended 2nd Division level consultative workshop at Belgaum KBSS & KSMPB
on 27.04.2022.

o GSBB attended training workshop on 26 & 27 July 2022 on sustainable management of mangrove
ecosystem.

o GSBB attended The Stakeholder workshop on 100% Renewable Energy Roadmap & Strategy for
Training & Institutional Capacity Building is scheduled on 3rd August 2022.
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%+ Awareness programme by Goa State Biodiversity Board carried out during 15t April 2022 to
315t March 2023

e Member Secretary, GSBB delivered talk on cashew and spices production processing and export
at the Institute for Natural Resources, Chandgad on 03.04.2022.

e Member Secretary, GSBB delivered lecture on Agriculture and Livelihood as a part of workshop on
Economic Parlance of Goa Post Liberation’ on 05.04.2022.

o Member Secretary, GSBB delivered lecture to doctors on ‘Our health, Our Planet’ on 07.04.2022
at Institute of Menezes Braganza- Goa.

e Awareness program on Biodiversity for students of Government College, Borda, 13.04.2022

e Launch of the second multiprocessing center set up at Pontemol Curchorem Goa under the project
GoVan- Conservation of Biodiversity through Livelihood Interventions on 19.04.2022.

¢ Member Secretary, GSBB attended celebration of Earth Day 2022" at WWF-India Goa office on
22/04/2022 and delivered Welcome address.

o GSBB’s Plantation scheme was first taken up at Chicalim Mormugao in the property of Shri. Jose
Antonio M. D’Costa & Mrs. Julana Laura D’Costa, in association with M/s Adani Mormugao Port
Terminals Pvt. Ltd. and Chicalim BMC. Around 40 local varieties of Coconut saplings were planted
on 18.05.2022.

Tt

e (GSBB along with few selected BMC members attended and participated for International Day for
Biological Diversity 2022 at Chennai.

e GSBB Celebrated Virtual IDB- 2022 on 22.05.2022 by organizing lecture by Dr. Manoj Borkar,
HOD, Zoology Dept. Carmel College for Women, Nuvem Goa on Biodiversity & Zoonotic Diseases:

Conservation and Implications".
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e (GSBB) organized a collaborative Cycling rally on 5" June 2022, in collaboration with Verna
Industries Association (VIA) & Margao based Xaxti Riders. More than 300 Cyclists participated in
the rally.

World Environment Day - 2022

e The second plantation under the scheme taken up by GSBB was at KursaVaddoMaddant,
Divar — Tiswadi- Goa on 26.06.2022 in the property of Mr. Stephen Fernandes. Mankurad

variety (two) of mango was selected for plantation. This plantation was carried out in memory

of Late Newton Fernandes, late Santan Fernandes and late Filomena Fernandes.

B B L E o -
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GSBB organized Traditional cooking competition on the occasion of IDB- 2022.

GSBB held 1%t Climate Change Cell Meeting on 11.07.2022. Meeting chaired by Secretary,
Environment & Climate Change, Govt. of Goa.

Member Secretary attended Virtual Stakeholders meet organized by ICAR on 22.07.2022.
Member Secretary delivered virtual lecture on Promotion, Development & Appraisal of Micro
Enterprise Projects for inhouse training programme organized by NABARD.

Member Secretary, GSBB inaugurated exhibition ‘Our Biodiversity, Our Lifeline’ organized by Dr.
Dada Vaidya College of Education- Ponda on 24.08.2022.

GSBB inaugurated first Community Seed Bank at Curtorim BMC office on 14.09.2022 at the hands

of Dr. Vandana Shiva & organized interactive session at Panaji for BMC members.

Verna Industries Association President (VIA) signed MoU with GSBB to take up plantation at
various sites within Verna Industrial Estate. Smartlink granted permission to take up plantation
of 50 mango saplings at Plot No. L3. In this regard Plantation programme was held on 17"
November, 2022.
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GSBB supported the 7™ International Conference on Opportunities and Challenges in Agricultural,
Environmental & Biosciences for Global Development organized by Don Bosco college of
Agriculture, held on 29" to 31 October 2022

Member Secretary, GSBB delivered lectured on the topic "Climate Resilient Panaji" on 21st
November 2022 for European Union’s Urban Sustainability and Smart City Event.

Certification of Traditional Community Healthcare Providers:

Certification of Traditional Community Healthcare Providers (Traditional Healers)
by the University of Trans-Disciplinary Health Sciences and Technology (TDU) approved
as a Certification Body by the Quality Council of India (QCI) under its Voluntary
Certification Scheme for Traditional Community Healthcare Providers (VCSTCHP) was facilitated
by Goa State Biodiversity Board. The certificates were given at the World Ayurveda Conference at
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special program held on 08.12.2022. The certification was an outcome of PBR documentation

process.

P 2 ‘ :» Y v ‘:‘: :- 4
Three certified traditional healers from Goa were felicitated during the inaugural session of
International Ethnopharmacology and Traditional Healers Conclave — at the World Ayurveda
Congress
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Other Significant activities of Goa State Biodiversity Board:

Plantation Program: The major plantation activity carried out by Goa State Biodiversity Board

(GSBB) along with Directorate of Civil Aviation is spearheading compensatory afforestation

program of 5 lactree saplings over a period of 5 years, on behalf of Government of Goa, in

association with  GMR Goa International Airport Limited (GGIAL), as per compliance

requirement for Environmental Clearance (EC) condition for Greenfield International Airport,

Mopa, Goa. Till date GSBB has distributed approx. 6,39,278 number of tree saplings under the

‘Mopa Airport Plantation Program’ in the State of Goa.

Institute of Wood Science and Technology (IWST), Bangalore was appointed as monitoring

agency for the ‘Monitoring and Survivability Assessment of Mopa Airport Plantation Program’.

Success Stories of ‘Mopa Airport Plantation Program’:

v

GSBB has distributed approx. 6,39,278 number of tree saplings under the ‘Mopa Airport
Plantation Program’ in the State of Goa as on 20" January 2023.

In the year 2022-2023 GSBB had distributed approx. 1,72,792 number of tree saplings under
the ‘Mopa Airport Plantation Program’ in the State of Goa.

GSBB had procured almost approx. 1.69 lakhs of saplings from the local nurseries of farmers
& students who were encouraged to develop plant nurseries for the year 2022-23.

Created livelihood opportunities to the local farmers and students.

Young students were engaged in distribution of saplings, for keeping records, taking
undertaking from the beneficiaries. They were further motivated to develop nurseries and
for the year 2022-2023 they supplied approx. 14000 Nos of saplings to the GSBB for the
‘Mopa Plantation Program’.

With the help of Water Resource Department (WRD) arrangement was made to provide
water to ensure long term survivability of trees in the village of Mopa.

Encouraged locals to plant indigenous species of plants along with cash crops in order to
provide healthy habitat for local fauna.

Training for Apiculture was provided to the locals to promote apiculture as a means of

livelihood and acted as an associate benefit from plantation activity.
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e Expert committee for designing, implementation and skilling for building eco- friendly
water retention/bunds structure — Green Skilling, across the State of Goain project mode.

Activities carried under the Green Skilling Committee:

1.

Restoration of a stretch of about 500m of Sariokarachokantor, Chodan on
experimental basis through Chodan Madel BMC.

Restoration and revival of water bodies at Curtorim through Curtorim BMC.
Restoration and repair of bunds with local and traditional method at Cavelossim
through Cavelossim BMC

Deweeding and cleaning of Udder tollem in Bakbatt, through Raia BMC
Construction of ponds under green skilling at Udyar, Savoi VeremVagurme.
Construction of the Bhandara in the Chicalim Rivulet, under Green Skilling with
traditionally used material.

Restoration and repair of inner bunds of khazan land to revive agriculture at Amelo Agor bund,

Cavelossim
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Biodiversity

committees express concern over

amendment of central Biological Act 2002

Say it will affect traditional medicine practitioners (Ganvtti Voiz)
and local medicinal plants

Team Herald

MARGAQ: Fearing terrible
impact on traditional medi-
cines of Goa and the local
conununity involved in the
business, Chairmen's of Bio-
diversity Management Com-
mittees have expressed
concern over the proposed
amendment to central Bio-
logical Diversity Act 2002.

On Wednesday few Chair-
men's of Biodiversity Man-
agement Committees of Goa
held a meeting with Dr
Pradip Sarmokadam, mem-
ber secretary of Goa State
Biodiversity Board (GSBB) at
Saligao, wherein the mem-
bers resclved to give sugges-
tions to the Parliamentary
Committee, after taking
opinion from the experts.

It may be recailed that on
December 16, 2021, India

proposed amendiments to
the Biological Diversity Act
of 2002 by introducing the
Biological Diversity (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2021. Among
other things, the Act imposes
an Access and Benefit Shar-
ing (ABS) fee on companies
that use biological resources
in their operations.

However, it seems Goa
was in the dark with regard
to the above proposed
amendment, and hence
Chairmen's of Biodiversity
Committees from different
villages met the member
secretary of GSBB, and dis-
cussed the issue.

It is pertinent that many
environmentalists  from
other parts of the country
have already expressed con-
cern over amendment on
the grounds that it priori-
tises intellect commercial

&,

trade atthe expense of Act's
key aim of con resources.

Speaking to Herald Xavier
Fernandes, Chairman of
Raia Biodiversity Commit-
tee said that it is an amend-
ment to the Biological
Diversity Act, 2002 in the
large interest of the country.

“We met the GSBB in
order to discuss the
amended bill, as Goa was in
the dark about the issue,”
said Fernandes.

However, | Santano Ro-
drigues, Chairman of Cur-
torim Biodiversity
Committee expressed con-
cern over the proposed
amendment to central Bio-
logical Act 2002, citing that
it will affect the traditional
medicine practitioners
(Ganvtti Voiz), and also to
local medicinal plants.

"The locals will have no

rights over the medicing
plants in Goa. It will further
create an jmpact onthe tradi

tional medicine practitioners
which is considered as Goa'
heritage,” said Rodrigues,

He further said that Gua
besides other States like Ker
ala, were not taken into cou-
sideration at the time o
discussion, as these States
are very rich in medicinal
plants.

The text of the Bill sa:-
that it proposes to "witie:
the scope of levying acces-
and benefit sharing witl,
local communities and tor
further conservation of biu-
logical resources, but Goo
has a fear that all rhe right
of the locals involved in th.
traditional business will L.
taken away with the pro
posed amendment in th-
Bill.
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Banalkars demand Village Biodiversity
Committee to be dissotved

Aliege that the committee formed by the punc
fails to take up the importantissue:

[ . Itwas brought to the notice of the villagers that
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only two meetings have been conducted since
theformation of the committee in 2018. Villagers
express anger over the committee for not showing
any sensitivity towards the destruction of the
environment in Benaulim
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