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FOREWORD

The increasing concerns about dwindling biological resources led to the
Convention on Biological Diversity in 1892, This convention, for the first time
recognized sovereign rights of States over thelr biological resources and emphasized
that access to genetic resources should be only for environmenitally sound purposes
and should be subject to national legislations. The access has to be on mutually
agreed terms which inter-alia would include recognition of associated Traditional
Knowledge of indigenous communities and equitable benefit sharing arangements.

Taking cognizance of the provisions of the CBD, and to deal with exiensive
pressure on our biclogical resources because of recent biotechnological
developments, India has enacted an umbrella legislation called the Biological
Diversity Act, 2002 (No. 18 of 2003), and also notified the Biological Diversity Rules,
2004. The Act and the Rules are for guidance of and complacence by various
stake-holders, including the Union and the State Governments, Non-state sectors,
and Individuals. | am sure that this handbook encompassing the Biological Diversity
Act and the Rules being published by the National Biodiversity Authority will prove
convenient and helpful to the implementers of this Act, and also to those seeking
access to biological resources.

1 would also like 1o take this opportunity to allay the fear that this Act may
came inte the way of biotechnology advancement or sustainable economic
development activilies. The Act has been formulated so as to take the guiding
principles of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) further. The Act aims at
conservation of biological resources as well as facilitating access to them in a
sustainable manner and through a just process. | must emphasize that India being
a mega biodiversity country, should and would like to derive its strength from its
rich genetic diversity, and to achieve this we need to have appropriate policies,
programmes, and ragulations.

The publication of this book will go a long way in achieving these objectives.
I wish all the people involved in the conservation of biodiversity good luck in their

efforts to make this world a better place to live.
22nd September, 2004

New Delhi. (A. RAJA)
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FOREWORD
Bioresources are important components for progress and economic
activities of a nation. But bioresources management and utilization for human welfare
is very impontant for the optimum utilization of the bioresources. Awareness of the
importance and implications of bioresources among common people as well as
elite educated citizens for safeguarding and protecting the optimum and balance
way of using the bioresources needs crilical studies to focus the natural bioresources
wealth for the benefit of not only the present generation of our people but also to
our future generations for their better, healthy and peaceful living on the earth. The
problems facing at present is the over exploitation of bioresources which would not
only have negative impact on the environment but also sometimes totally destroy
and erode the important bioresources which are available at local lavel, regional
level and national levels. Biological resources includes genstic resources, organisms
or parts thereof, populations, or any other biotic component of ecosystems with
actual or potential use or value for humanity. Therefore, handling Bioresources in a
proper manner in an appropriate way is imporiant for the optimum use without gver
exploitation of our bioresources wealth.

Biodiversity is being lost as on today more rapidly than at any lime in the
past several million years. Some Biologist beliave that about 60,000 of the world's
2,40,000 plant species perhaps even higher proportions of verlebrate and insect
species could become extinct within the next thirty years if the same trends continue.
But even a species at no risk of extinction can lose much of it potential through the
loss of genetic material by reduction in range, numbers and varieties, The current
losses to biodiversity can be attribuled to direct causes including habitat loss and
fragmentation, invasion of introduced species, over exploitation of living resources
and modern agriculture and forestry practices. The basic problems of losses to
biodiversity includes :

+ The unsustainably high rate of human population growth and
nalural resources consumplion,

+ The Steadily narrowing selection of traded products from
agriculture, forestry and fisheries.

4+ Economic systems that fail to value economic resources,

+ Inequity in ownership, management and flow of benefits from both
the use and conservalion of Biodiversity,



+ Deficiencies in knowledge and application

4+ Legal and institutional systems that promote unsustainable
exploitation.

Loss of species and genetic diversity presents a serious threat to the goal of
sustainable agriculture. Species and genetic diversity provide sources of pest
resistance and control, new domesticates and the genetic raw material for plant
breeding and genetic engineering.

After an extensive and intensive consultation process involving the stakeholders,
Central Government has brough Biological Diversity Act, 2002, with the following
feslures.:

4 To regulate access to biological resources of the country with the
purpose of securing equitable share in benefils arising out of the
use of biolegical resource and associated traditional knowledge
relating to biological resources.

4+ To conserve and sustainable use of Biodiversity and Biological
resources.

+ To respect and protect traditional knowledge of local communities
relating Biodiversity.
+ To secure sharing of benefits with local people as conservers of

bioresources and holder of knowledge and information relating to
the use of bioresources.

4+ Conservation and development of areas of importance from the
status of biological diversity by declaring them as biological diversity
heritage site protection and rehabilitation of threalened species.

+ Involvement of Institutions and State Governments in the broad
scheme of the implementation of the Biological Diversity Act through
constitution of State Biodiversity Boards (SBB) and Biodiversity
Management Committees (BMC).

It is very important to profect and conserve the Biodiversity for the welfare of the
humanbeings and awareness on the impartance of Biodiversity and itz economic
values as well as threats to biodiversity among the commaon people, elite citizens,
teachers, scientists, administrators, scholars, students and school children needs
to be created to save our Mational wealth of Biodiversity.

M%E?

Prof S. KANNAIYAN

Date : 25.12.2005

Place : Chennai
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ABOUT NATIONAL BIODIVERSITY AUTHORITY

Biodiversily is a multi-disciplinary subject involving diverse activities and
action. It encompasses the variety of all life on earth. With enly 2.5 per cent of land
area, India already accounts for 7.8 percent of global recorded species. Over 46000
species of plants and 81,000 SpEI:IEb. of animals have been recorded in the country so
far by the Botanical Survu.y of India, and the Zoological Survey of India, respectively.
India is an acknowledged center of crop diversity, and harbours many wild relalives
and breeds of domeslicated animals. India is also rich in traditional knowledge, both
coded and informal. The stakeholders in biological diversilty include the Central
Governmenl, Stlale Governments, institutions of local salf-governmenlal
organizafions, industry, elc. One of the major challenges before India lies in adopting
an instrument, which helps realize the objeclives of equilable shanng of benefits
enshrined in the Convention of Biological Diversity.

India is party to the Convention of Biological Diversity (1892). The
Government of India established The National Biodiversity Authority (NBA) in 2003 at

Chennai in accordance with Biological Diversity Act, 2002, with the following
objectives:

i. To regulate access to biological resources, of the country with the purpose
of securing equitable share in benefits arising oul of the use of biological
resources, and associated knowledge relating to biological resources.

ii. Toconsarve and sustain able use of biological diversity.

iii. Torespectand protect knowledge of local communities related to biodiversity.

iv. To secure sharing of benefits wilth local people as conservers of biclogical
resources and halders of knowledge and information relating o the use of
biclogical resources,

v. Conservation and development of areas of importance from the standpoint
of biological diversity declaring them as biclogical diversity heritage site.

vi. Proteclion and rehabilitation of threatened species and

vii. Involvement of institulions of State Governments in the broad scheme of the

implementation of the Biological Diversity Act through consfitution of
commitlees.



