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Foreword/ Message from the Member Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



About Goa 

The geographical area of the State of Goa is 3,702 sq. Km. Goa has the credit 

of being internationally recognized as a part of one of the ten biodiversity hotspot 

(Western Ghats) areas of the world. Although State of Goa is the smallest state in 

the country, it shows an astonishing diversity of endemic species, habitats and 

ecosystems. 

The State is blessed with abundant rainfall from the South-West monsoonal 

winds, a high potential for assured water supply, but a high percentage of water gets 

drained and joins the Arabian Sea, due to the physiographical set up of the State. 

The surface drainage is facilitated by many streams, nullahs, rivulets and rivers 

which run across the State. The Mandovi and Zuari are two main rivers of Goa. 

Goa has few Wildlife Sanctuaries and National Park, including the 

renowned Dr.Salim Ali bird sanctuary located on the island of Chorao. Other wildlife 

sanctuaries include the Bondla Wildlife Sanctuary, Bhagwan MahaveerWildlife 

Sanctuary, Cotigao Wildlife Sanctuary, Madei Wildlife Sanctuary, Netravali Wildlife 

Sanctuary and Bhagwan Mahaveer National Park. 

The State animal, bird and tree of Goa are Gaur(Indian Bison, scientific name- 

Bosgaurus), yellow crested bulbul (scientific name- Pycnonotusmelanicterus)and 

matti  (asan, scientific name- Termanaliaelliptica) respectively. 

 

About Goa State Biodiversity Board 

 

Constitution of Goa State Biodiversity Board 

 

As per the provisions of the Biological Diversity Act 2002, The Government of 

Goa constituted the Goa State Biodiversity Board in the year 2004 vide Notification 

No. 7/17/92/STE/PART/858  dated: 02/12/2004, Gazette No. Series II No. 37 dated: 

13/12/2004 Extraordinary No. 3. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Parks
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salim_Ali
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bondla_Wildlife_Sanctuary
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Molem_Wildlife_Sanctuary
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Molem_Wildlife_Sanctuary
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cotigao_Wildlife_Sanctuary
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madei_Wildlife_Sanctuary
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netravali_Wildlife_Sanctuary
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netravali_Wildlife_Sanctuary
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahaveer_Wildlife_Sanctuary


The Board was re-constituted vide Notification No. 07/17/92/STE/PART/625 

dated: 29/08/2012, Gazette No. Series II No. 22 dated: 06/09/2012.  

 

The office of the Goa State Biodiversity Board is situated in the premises of 

Department of Science, Technology and Environment, Opposite Saligao Seminary, 

Saligao, Bardez- Goa.  

 

 

Functions of the Board 

 

The GSBB is an Autonomous statutory body established for:  

 

(i) Implementation of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 and Rules, 2004 

 

(ii) Management of the environment and associated activities 

 

(iii) Provision of scientific advice on environmental matters which includes 

environmental assessment and monitoring, biodiversity conservation and 

providing a supporting environmental framework for sustainable 

development.  

 

The functions of the GSBB are to advise the State Government, on matters 

relating to the conservation of biodiversity, sustainable use of its components and 

equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of biological resources, 

regulate by granting of approvals or otherwise, requests for commercial utilization or 

bio-survey and bio-utilization of any biological by Indians, perform such other 

functions, as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of the Biological Diversity 

Act, 2002 or as may be prescribed by the State Government. 

 

 

 

 



Members 

 

Chairperson (Appointed by the Government) 

SmtAlinaSaldanha,Honôble Minister for Environment 
 
 
Ex-Officio Members 
 

1. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Goa Forest Department, Panaji 

2. Chief Engineer, Water Resources Department, Panaji 

3. Director, Directorate of Agriculture, Panaji 

4. Director, Department of Science, Technology and Environment, Saligao 

5. Member Secretary, Goa State Pollution Control Board, Panaji 

 

Non-Official Members 
 

1. Dr. Joe DôSouza, Panaji- Goa 

2. ShriCelso Dias, Headmaster, Our Lady of Socorro High School, Nagoa 

3. Shri Mahesh Kanolkar, Panaji- Goa          

4. Dr.Bhiva Malik, Porvorim- Goa     

5. Dr.NitinSawant, Porvorim- Goa (Member Secreatry)       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Infrastructure and staff 

 

Staff members engaged during the year 2012-13 

1. Dr.NitinSawant, Member Secretary 

2. Mr.SahilWarang, Project Assistant II 

3. Ms.YeshashriKavthankar, Jr. Stenographer 

4. Ms.PallaviKerkar, Accounts Clerk 

5. Shri Anthony Fernandes, Lower Division Clerk 

6. ShriVishveshNaik, Peon 

 

Staff members engaged during the year 2013-14 

1. Dr.NitinSawant, Member Secretary 

2. Ms.TruptiJadhav, Scientific Officer 

3. Ms.ReshmaKerkar, Programme Officer 

4. Dr.VarshaRaikarHoble, Project Assistant I 

5. Ms.RajshriNagvekar, Project Assistant II 

6. Ms.YeshashriKavthankar, Jr. Stenographer 

7. Ms.PallaviKerkar, Accounts Clerk 

8. Shri Anthony Fernandes, LDC 

9. ShriRupesh Desai, Driver 

10. ShriVishveshNaik, Peon 

 

 

 

 



Board Meetings 

 

During the reporting period the Goa State Biodiversity Board (GSBB) conducted 

7 Board meetings and 3 special Board meetings in the financial year 2012-13 and 

2013-14. 

 

Date of Meeting Board Meeting Number Number of Members 
Attended 

 

 
25th October, 2012 
 

 
14th 

 
10 

 
26th November, 2012 
 

 
15th 

 
9 

 
25th January, 2013 
 

 
16th 

 
8 

 
14th June, 2013 
 

 
17th 

 
8 

 
21st August, 2013 
 

 
1st special meeting 

 
9 

 
20th September, 2013 
 

 
18th 

 
9 

 
08th October, 2013 
 

 
2nd special meeting 

 
8 

 
13th December, 2013 
 

 
19th 

 
7 

 
27th December, 2013 
 

 
3rd special meeting 

 
8 

 
21st February, 2014 
 

 
20th 

 
7 

 

 

 

 



Biodiversity Management Committees 

 

Under Section 41 of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 and Rule 22 of the 

Biological Diversity Rules, 2004 every local body shall constitute a Biodiversity 

Management Committee within its area of jurisdiction. Accordingly, Biodiversity 

Management Committees are to be constitutedin the Gram Sabhaat Gram 

Panchayat level as well as at Municipality and Municipal Corporation level. 

 

The key mandate of the Biodiversity Management Committees is to ensure 

conservation, sustainable utilization and equitable sharing of benefits from the 

biodiversity. The Biodiversity Management Committees shall facilitate preparation of 

Peopleôs Biodiversity Registers. The Register shall contain comprehensive 

information on availability and knowledge of local biological resources, their 

medicinal or any other use or any other traditional knowledge associated with them. 

The Biodiversity Management Committees and local bodies will be responsible for 

ensuring the protection of the knowledge recorded in the Peopleôs Biodiversity 

Registers, especially to regulate its access to outside agencies and individuals. 

 

The other functions of the Biodiversity Management Committees are to advice 

on any matter refereed to it by the State Biodiversity Board or Authority for granting 

approval, to maintain data about the local vaids and practitioners using the biological 

resources. 

 

The Biodiversity Management Committee at Gram Panchayat/ Municipality/ 

Municipal Corporation level may decide the terms on which it would permit access to 

biodiversity resources and associated knowledge to different parties for various 

purposes within their jurisdiction and levy charges by way of collection fees from any 

person for accessing or collection any biological resource for commercial purpose 

from the area falling within its jurisdiction.  

 

 

 

 



GSBBôs initiatives for the formation of Biodiversity Management 

Committees (BMCôs) 

 

 

As a mandate under Section 41 of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002, GSBB 

was in the initial process of identification of Village Panchayats for the formation of 

Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs) to work closely with community to 

utilize biological resources in a more sustainable way in the State of Goa (from July 

2013 to March 2014). The GSBB initiated the process for constitution of BMCs in62 

Village Panchayats and 1 City Corporation. 

 

After the identification of Village Panchayats for the formation of BMCs, 

orientation programmes for the members of Village Panchayats and Secretaries of 

the Panchayats of North Goa were held on 24th October 2013 and 8th November 

2013 (6 nos) and south Goa on 23rd October 2013 and 24th January 2014 (6 nos) 

respectively.  

Besides this the awareness programme for the BMC formation was also 

conducted for the locals in the Village Panchayat halls of Hassapur (Pernem), 

Nagargao (Sattari), Carambolim (Tiswadi) and VeremVaghurme (Ponda) on 24th 

November 2013, on 25th November, 27th November 2013 and 1st December 2013 

respectively.  

The orientation programme for 50 village Panchayats was organized on 21st 

March 2014 in the auditorium of Goa Science Centre, Miramar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Biodiversity Management Committees constituted during the year 2013-14 

 

 

NORTH GOA DISTRICT 

Sr. No. Name of The Village 
Panchayat 

Resolution 
No.  

Resolution Date 

TALUKA: PERNEM 
 

1.  Morjim No. 05 

 

29/03/2014 

2.  Chandel-Hassapur No. 08 

 

19/01/2014 

TALUKA:TISWADI 

3.  Carambolim No. 03(12) 
 

27/02/2014 

TALUKA: BICHOLIM 

4.  Cudnem No.02(15) 

 

14/02/2014 

5.  Naroa No. 03 29/03/2014 

6.  Mencurem-Dhumacem No. 5(2) 

 

27/03/2014 

SOUTH GOA DISTRICT 

TALUKA: SALCETE 
 

7. Raia No. 2(1) 26/01/2014 

TALUKA: MORMUGAO 

8. Sancoale No. 7(3) 18/03/2014 

TALUKA: SANGUEM 

9. Bhati No. 3(2) 18/02/2014 

10. Rivona No.5/6 11/03/2014 

TALUKA: QUEPEM 

     11. Barcem-Quedem No. 04 09/02/2014 



Projects and funding 

 

1) Setting up a mini óButterfly conservatoryô in the premises of 

Department of Science, Technology and Environment, Saligao. 

 

The Goa State Biodiversity Board has established a 

Amount sanctioned: Rs. 3,60,012/-  

Funded by: Department of Science, Technology and Environment, 

Saligao. 

 

2) Title: Development of óHerbal gardenô in the premises of Department of 

Science, Technology and Environment, Saligao. 

Amount sanctioned: Rs. 5,10,262/- 

Funded by: Department of Science, Technology and Environment, 

Saligao 

 

3) Title: Inventory of ñNatural habitats and Biological Diversity of Panaji 

Cityò. 

Amount sanctioned: Rs.1,00,000/- 

 Funded by: Corporation of the City of Panaji, Panaji 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



International Day for Biological Diversity 
(IBD- 2013) celebration  

 
The Goa State Biodiversity Board (GSBB) with the support of National 

Biodiversity Authority (NBA) celebrated the International Day for Biological 

Diversity (IBD- 2013) on 22nd May 2013 at the office of GSBB, Saligao- 

Bardez, Goa. The theme of IBD-2013 was ñWater and Biodiversityò.  

GSBB conducted various activities for school children laying emphasis 

on biodiversity awareness. Activities such as cleaning, desilting and restoring 

of water bodies were also carried out. These water bodies were identified 

based on prior surveys of these water bodies for richness of Biological 

diversity and community dependency. Workshops on biodiversity awareness 

for locals were also conducted. 

Banners giving the message of ñWater and Biodiversity conservationò 

were erected at different places in Goa for the awareness amongst the 

general public.  

Poster & painting competition, photography competition, quiz 

competition and snake awareness programme including live demonstration of 

snakes was conducted for school students in order to help school students to 

enhance their knowledge of the local biodiversity and motivate them to 

conserve the same. 

 

a) Desilting and cleaning of springs 

As a part of IBD- 2013 celebration, activities such as cleaning and desilting of 

water bodies was carried out. The preliminary survey revealed that these 

were highly polluted and silted and needed urgent attention. With the prior 

permission of the concerned authorities, cleaning and de-siltation process 

was carried out atCuchelim (Bardez), Navelim (Bicholim), Dhave (Sattari) and 

Shel (Sattari). 

 



 

Spring at Cuchelim- Bardez Goa Before 

Cleaning  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Photo 14: Spring at Navelim, Bicholim- Goa after cleaning 

 

 

Photo 15: Spring at Dhave, Sattari- Goabefore cleaning 



 

Photo 16: Spring at Dhave, Sattari- Goaduring cleaning 

 

 

Photo 17: Spring at Dhave, Sattari- Goa after cleaning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


